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SUBJECT: REUTERS REPORT ON STARVATION IN HAITI 

REF: STATE 83272 

1 . WE ARE UNABLE TO CONFIRM THE DETAILS OF THE REUTERS 
REPORT ABOUT STARVATION IN HAITI. WE HAVE HAD MANY SIMILAR 
REPORTS, RANGING FROM ONE REPORT OF THREE DEATHS BY 
STARVATION ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE PLATEAU CENTRALE 

TO ANOTHER REPORT OF 590 MALNUTRITION-RELATED DEATHS 
IN THE JEAN RABEL-PORT DE PAIX AREA. ON THE BASIS OF 
OUR ONGOING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE VOLAGS AND HAITIAN 
SOURCES, WE CAN CONFIRM THAT THERE IS SOME STARVATION 
BUT NO RELIABLE REPORTS HAVE YET BEEN PUT TOGETHER ON 
THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE STARVING. EMBASSY AND AID OFFICERS WILL BE 
VISITING THE NORTHWEST EARLY THIS WEEK WITH GOH OFFICIALS 
AND HOPE TO GATHER BETTER INFORMATION THEN. 

2. AS REPORTED IN PREVIOUS MESSAGES, HAITI IS UNDERGOING 

A SERIOUS DROUGHT AND MOST OF THE COUNTRY, FROM PORT AU 
PRINCE ON NORTH, IS EXPERIENCING HARDSHIP TO A GREATER 
OR LESSER DEGREE. THE SOUTHERN PENINSULA HAS ISOLATED AREAS 
OF CROP FAILURE AND HARDSHIP. 
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3. REUTERS CORRECTLY STATES THAT RAIN FOR THE PAST 
FIVE NIGHTS IN THE PORT AU PRINCE AREA WILL NOT AFFECT 
THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM OF HUNGER AND CROP FAILURE 
ELSEWHERE. IT WILL. OF COURSE. HELP FILL UP LOCAL 
RESERVOIRS, THEREBY EASING THE PLIGHT OF THE URBAN 
POOR WHO HAVE BEEN DESPERATELY SHORT OF WATER. 
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4. WE GREATLY APPRECIATE THE RAPID APPROVAL OF THE 
RECENT AUGMENTATION OF OUR P.L. 480 TITLE I AND TITLE II 
PROGRAMS. THE TITLE I PROGRAM IS AIMED AT OVERALL 
FOOD SHORTAGES; THE TITLE II INCREASE IS SPECIFICALLY 
TARGETED AT THE TWO MOST DEPRIVED AREAS, LA GONAVE 
AND THE NORTHWEST. WE WOULD HOPE TO BE ABLE TO ASSESS 
WHETHER ADDITIONAL INCREASES MIGHT BE NEEDED IN A FEW 
WEEKS. 

ISHAM 
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